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a ae CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 





MT ORTTIAT Cpe a! ; 






OFFICE oP THE DirEctor 


arereEtesvey en 


~ 3 MAY t976 


aa! 


Mr. David w. Belin 

Executive Director 

Commission on CIA Activities 
Within the United States 


POA Necee peasy, 


_ 
Seat i Pr 








Dear Mr. Belin: 


Iam attaching, per your request of 15 April, 
background materials relating to certain questions 
relating to Oswald and the Warren Commission. 


Tab A is a Classified secret memorandum 
responsive to your request. Tab B is an unclassi- 
fied version, | which YOU can use as yOu See fit. 


is SENT Be So a Ba NE EFT Rhee NGG 


Additional] details are available in the Office 
of the Inspector General should You wish to pursue 
this in greater depth. 


Faithfully yours, 


BE. #H. Knoche 
Assistant to the Director 


RE ENED Re 


Attachment: a/s 2 d 
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SUBJECT: Review of Agency Holdings Regarding Photograph Of 


_ REFERENCE: Memorandum from David W. Belin to E. Henry Knoche, 
dated 15 APTI. TO7s | | | 


€ation. The Photograph (together With others of the same 
individual) originated from an intelligence Operation Conducted 


1n October 1963 by the CIA and the Mexican Security authorities. 


POSS A, Shee 2c on ee 


2. Under the extraordinary Press of effort to develop infor- 


mation on the 4Ssassin and the 4SSassination, Copies of the Photo- 


AOSTPISRER OMe 


"graph were made @Vailable by CIA's Mexico Station Chie¢ On the 
afternoon of Zz November to the local FBI Tepresentative. Later 


that day, 4ssertedly on the decision Of the Ambassador, Copies 


were conveyed by an FBI representative Ona Special yy. S. Naval 


Attache flight to the Dallas Office of the FBI for POSSible use 


ed 


“in the ongoing Investigation. One Photograph, Cropped by the 





> 
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WANE ay : 


FBI, Was shown to Mrs, Marguerite OSWALD . (Lee Harvey OSWALD's 


Mother) in Dallas on the evening of 23 November 1963 by an PET 


= 






MAES Seen cc ia 
ey is i a Ae me ayaa i 


“<4 


events that ultimately resulted in Mrs, Marguerite OSWALD! < 





allegation that she had been Shown a Cropped photo of Jack RUBY 


gue rah ee 
ps ti § ae ie wei ds ? 
Hee ER Oe ee 


the day before he murdered her 7 OMe A further Complication 
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Compounding this erroneous ©onclusion was the fact that, when 

? _ ‘ . 3 > ae tk, ¢ 2 - z , 
sne had been shown a copy of the Same PNOCOzraph in her appearance 
before the Commission, it had heey Cropped by the FBI in Washing- 
ton in a Slightly different manner, 


4. Although in no way related to Lee Harvey OSWALD or his 


ct 
ie 
ah) 
cr 
puts 
ta 
Hy 
© 
hy 
= 
fo 
cr 
pe 
© 
rs 
DAS CETTE PE ARP eae 





incidentally, added since the exhaustive Work of the Warren Com- 
Mission), Lee Harvey OSWALD spent four (4) full days and two EZ) 
Partial days -- about 116 hours in all -- jn Mexico City from about 
10:00 a.m. oy September 1963 to about 250 a.m. 2 October 1963, 
His place of residence WaS a smal] commercial traveler hotel, not 
frequented by "gringos” _- the Hotel Commercio -- where ie. was 
registered under alias. Exhaustive and detailed interviews and 
interrogation by the Mexican authorities ang the FBI after the 
45SASSination established that, in the recollection of all hotel | 
Personnel, he left and returned late Cach day of his stay. 

om Allowing for the fact of late arrival and early departure, 
and assuming that he slept Piel IN ed JG” see, Cime of his Stay 


(38 or 39 hours) , there remain “ome 78 hours of activity to be 


FN Fame ooh +e, -— 
a Geer ae 
ee oe - 


- 
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+ : 7 a Tap tow 
me Pa —# % 


6 
HW 54653 Docld: 32423611 Page 


HW 54653 


Ze. It Should be noted that OSWALD. was in-no -ense "under 
iene None of the facts Of his defection and stay in 
the USSR and return to the U. S., 1959-2 a ee known to the 
Mexico Station or in its files before 19 October TIO 5. ‘On that 
date, the bare bones Of his biography Were forwarded by Head- 
quarters in response to a Station Cabled Teport of 8 October 
which had forwarded, Cn 4 routine basis, what “ppeared to be a 
contact by alt AMCTi Can. 5% 4 Visa to Cuba 1n transit fo the USSR. 
This was indicated and deduced from ‘echnically acquired infor- 
mation on ] October, which was the first and only Occasion On that 
“Visit in which OSWALD was recorded as identifying himself 
(partially) by true name, | 

8. At no time during his Stay in Mexico City did the CIA 
acquire a Photo of OSWALD, A carefi] review Of al] Coverage ~~ 
Cechnical as well .as Photographic’ -- was conducted by the Station 
On 22 and 23 November 1963 aftey the “SSassination, including 
Materials back to August 1963. This confirmed that there Was no 
CIA Photo COVerage of OSWALD at any time during his Mexico trip 
Or stay in Mexico City. Moreover, although. it had made a2 Cabled 


request on 1S October, the Mexico Station had NO photo of OSWALD 


in its records, nor did it TeCce€ive one from Headquarters ~- which 
did not have one Clther -- before 22 November 1963: 
3 PX etn Bot 2a" 
lie ’ 
ai oN Seek 
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9. It must be stressed that what technical information the. 


Station had was not (and normally is not) processed in "real 


time.'' The means of acquisition and the volume of the infor- 


mer ZT FIED ges ret ECP” awa an ‘ ie 
PE REIS EAR BE, BBE PTE ER Mies 


mation preclude anything but the spot reporting of items judged 


to be of more than ordinary interest and, therefore, noted in 


summary logs. Full texts of selected items require consultation 


of the tape and eithér a full transcription or full translation 





ar mat M 

Meh: Paar ae sa nly cha ea 
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i 


or both. . Photo coverage tends to become available in quantity 


lots which requires scanning and selection on a rapid and 


accelerated basis.in four or five day "peaks." One of the 


"triggers" that normally operates to focus and accelerate more 
speedy review and reporting of this kind. of raw intelligence is 


the mention of a name. This was precisely what occurred in the 


second of two conversations on 1 October, during which the 


speaker said he was "Lee OSWALD." It was this information 


reported by the Station to Headquarters in its first indication 


on OSWALD on 8 October 1963. 
10. The Pegttec Station did one more thing in its 8 October 
report on Lee OSWALD based ones 4 October information: it | 
coupted the data oe aia daa information it had acquired 


from a sensitive source -- a photograph of a male individual, 


apparently an breicea, who was observed entering an Embassy 


‘on 1 October. The Station reported this detail on the 8th as 


“_ ~ 


a matter of coincident fact. The Station did not assert or 


suggest that the data led to any deduction hae ie photo was in 


fact OSWALD or, indeed, was in any way related to OSWALD. 
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Los On 29 November 1963 the M@xico Station Cabled Heag_- 
q#ECers ut 22297 time after learning Of the SELOSt.Of bee He 
OMALD, age 24, POSSIDly in COMnection with the “5Sassination, 
a#. Teferenced es Carlier messages of 8-9 and 1S October and 


Hetquarters' rep1y of 10 October. The Station requested by: 


17. The Station meanwhile had begun an exhaustive and 


PROSNAS SRR ne reac ; 


>> 


pouched dispatch read: 


in oe Attached are copies of the only Photographs 
Obtained, . -On Ll October 1963 which “Ppeared to he 


+ = ; = ws res > ae 
an American, Thi Same man vtsited [an] Embassy on 


POY Lapses PEE epee 
aha mA iri 2 rie ohne OST Ee RS: 
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4 October 1963, 

sy Copies of these Photographs Were shown to the 
Un. S. Ambassador On 22 November 1963 and a Copy of 
€ach of the two Photographs WaS given to Chief PBT. 


Mexico, On that date. 
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"P. S. Photographs dated 15. October 1963 were 


inserted after typing of dispatch. These were 


TMT E LN TEN 


Sa BAN Ge RN Sb a 


taken as [the] person entered]ani Embassy." 


18. The ‘Unidentified Individual" remains to this day 





unidentified. There is Still no credible evidence, as far as 
CIA is aware, that the individual in the photograph had any 

= - t : 
connection with Lee Harvey OSWALD or the assassination of 


President Kennedy. 
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